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If the Mahomedans really desire, as the best of them do, to
maintain in our Indian empire the high place which their
remarkable qualities, their strong mental character and their
high physical courage, naturally assign to them, they must in
these days make up their minds to accept Western science
and literature, and to join the society of nations which rule
and lead the whole world. To those Mahomedans who cling
to their own classics, and who adhere to the kind of training
afforded by the study of Arabic theology or philosophy, every
facility and even encouragement should be given. All natives,
as Colonel Lees has proposed, anight be free to graduate in'the
liter is kumanioribus of the East or of the "West, as they should
please; there might be an Oriental faculty as well as an
English faculty of Arts in our Indian Universities, so that
every one .might follow his own bent and take his choice.
But although we may feel ourselves bound to throw open both
lines of study to our Indian subjects, and precluded from clos-
ing the ancient road merely because we think tbdt it leads
astray, yet we cannot guarantee the same results to either
branch of education and learning; we cannot promise to those
who may choose Oriental scholarship, that they shall find them-
selves abreast, in all the various high-roads of life which lead
to profit and distinction, with the men who shall have devoted
themselves to acquiring the knowledge which in these days is
power, the intellectual treasures which make fifty years of
Europe better than a cycle in Cathay, whicli are the sinews
of peaceful empire as surely as money is the sinew of war*
It is impossible but that those who hold back in modern India
will find themselves left behind ; wherefore we may doubt whe-
ther the Mahomedans will be much appeased by any concessions
of encouragement to their special studies ; because their real
grievance is that these studies are no longer in fashion, that
distinction and court favour can no longer be gained by profi
ciency in the literature and theology of Islam., This is a real
and sensible grievance ; but how are we to remedy it, except
by patience and extreme consideration ? Nor is it possible to
comply with the demands of those liberal Mahomedans who
have too much intelligence not to perceive the enormous